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PRESIDENT’S LETTER
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Dear Members and Supporters of the Pennypack Ecological Restoration Trust, 

 

I
 t is with great pride and gratitude that I write to you as the 10th President of the Pennypack Ecological Restoration Trust's 

Board of Directors. Having served as a member of the Trust since 2009, and as a lifelong resident of the area, I’ve long  

appreciated the beauty of the Pennypack Preserve. But stepping into this leadership role has given me a new and deeper 

understanding of just how much heart, effort, and expertise go into protecting this extraordinary place. 
 

Since becoming President, I’ve had the privilege of working closely with all ten of our standing  

committees. I am continually impressed by the dedication and skill of our staff, volunteers, and board 

members. From forest restoration and invasive species management to infrastructure improvements  

and community outreach, the scope of our work is both broad and deeply impactful. Whether organizing 

large-scale public events or leading intimate guided hikes, the passion behind these efforts is  

unmistakable and inspiring. 
 

What has struck me most is how deliberately the Trust balances its dual mission: protecting vital habitat 

for wildlife while offering meaningful access to nature for our community. Many are surprised to learn just 

how much of the Preserve is managed first and foremost for ecological integrity. It’s a philosophy that sets 

us apart, and one that requires ongoing support and shared stewardship. 
 

This year’s annual report highlights a theme that is both timely and timeless: partnership. The Trust exists not in isolation, 

but in relationship with our neighbors, our ecosystems, and our shared future. If you’re among the 91 households that border 

the Preserve, or one of the thousands who live within a short walk or drive, you play an essential role in the health of this 

landscape. Simple actions such as leaving leaf litter in place or minimizing outdoor lighting can have a profound positive  

impact on the local habitat and the species that call it home. 
 

The Pennypack Trust is truly a unique institution in our region. Alongside excellent schools, vibrant neighborhoods, and  

historic landmarks, we are fortunate to have a living landscape that connects us to nature, to each other, and to something 

greater than ourselves. Our work, preserving open space, educating future generations, and ensuring ecological resilience, 

strengthens the very fabric of our community. 
 

As we look to the future, I ask for your continued support. Your membership, volunteerism, and financial contributions make 

everything we do possible. If you or your business is looking for a way to make a meaningful difference, I encourage you to 

reach out. I’d be honored to speak with you personally, as would our Executive Director, Chris Mendel. 
 

Together, let’s ensure that the Pennypack Preserve remains a place of beauty, balance, and belonging – for our children, and 

for generations to come. 

 

With gratitude, 

 

 

Louis “Tripp” Davis III 

President, Board of Directors 

Pennypack Ecological Restoration Trust 
 

Tripp Davis



actively join in the process, providing valuable 

training for our early-career staff.  
 

A
t Holden Arboretum, near the epicenter 

of BLD’s origin in Ohio, scientists recently 

published monitoring data on beech  

survival over the past decade. They found  

30% mortality in their forest plots since 2012, 

mostly among younger trees and in areas  

with a higher density of beech. That could  

indicate that as beech die and become less  

concentrated, some will survive in isolated 

areas. Or that larger beech will have the  

resources to survive long enough until the  

population of nematodes decline. There could 

even be some BLD-resistant trees out there. 

The truth is, we don’t yet know what will happen 

to our beech. 
 

What we do know is how fortunate we are to be  

part of scientific research that is approaching 

the issue through a dedicated partnership.  
 

We look forward to continuing to work alongside 

the Bartlett team in the coming years and  

sharing research findings “with individuals and 

organizations joined in a common commitment 

to the future of our native forest.”

Beech Leaf Disease (BLD) affects and eventually kills all species of beeches, including 

our native American beech (Fagus grandifolia). BLD is caused by a microscopic foliar 

nematode (Litylenchus crenatae mccannii) that feeds on beech buds, limiting a tree's ability 

to grow healthy leaves and produce energy through photosynthesis. This leads to the 

tree gradually weakening and potentially dying over a period of years. The nematode  

is believed to travel rapidly in windblown water vapor, rain droplets, and on birds  

and insects. 

WHAT IS BEECH LEAF DISEASE (BLD)?

Symptoms of beech leaf disease are readily visible through  
black interveinal banding and crumpling of leaves. 

W
hen staff first found beech leaf 

disease (BLD) on the preserve, 

our immediate response was to 

learn as much as possible about its  

history and potential impacts. BLD was 

first detected in American Beech in Ohio 

in 2012 and spread steadily eastward 

over the past 10 years. Surely those to the 

west of us had developed some methods 

to control the disease’s impact over the 

years? As it turned out, much of that  

decade had been spent studying the 

nematode (Litylenchus crenatae mccannii) as 

the cause of the disease and how it 

moved through a forest. Some entities 

had trialed physical and chemical  

treatments that could help sustain an  

individual specimen beech, but due to 

the sheer expense of chemical treatment 

for hundreds of trees, many state 

 foresters seemed resigned to losing 

many beech at the forest scale.  
 

In some areas of the preserve, American 

beech is part of a mix of several tree 

species in the forest. Its golden coppery 

leaves hang on well past fall and can  

be easily picked out in winter’s stark  

palette. In other areas, beech is far more  

dominant, often outliving other species  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

during its 400-year life span. Where  

canopy regeneration is poor, some  

forests can be almost exclusively beech 

from the canopy to the understory.  

Having forest composed of a single 

species is a critical vulnerability in the 

face of new pests and diseases. 
 

The devastating loss of ash trees on the 

preserve is still fresh in the minds of 

several of our staff who have worked 

here long enough to be forced to cut 

down the same ash that they planted 

and cared for years prior. Decades  

before that, the preserve lost countless 

oaks to the spongy moth and all our 

American chestnut to the infamous 

blight. The loss of these species is not 

only one of diversity; it is the loss of 

food, structure and other ecosystem 

services that our native wildlife  

depends on. 
 

As a conservation organization  

dedicated to innovative restoration  

and land stewardship, we could not  

stomach potentially watching American  

beech fade from our forests. Then, out  

of some initial communications with 

local colleagues, an unexpected  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

partnership emerged. Bartlett Research 

Laboratories, a special research team 

within Bartlett Tree Experts, was looking 

for a host site to experiment with  

different methods of mitigating the  

impact of BLD. These research 

pathologists had been trialing several 

different treatments on specimen  

beech and wanted to trial their most 

promising methods at the forest scale, 

free of charge. 
 

T
he research would span five  

years and divide our most beech- 

dominant forest into two study 

plots, each containing subplots with  

different treatments. Over the past year, 

we have been fortunate to collaborate 

with Bartlett as they established study 

plots in the northernmost part of the 

preserve along Creek Trail, mapping the 

forest structure and assessing the health 

of the beech. In July, they conducted  

selective tree thinning and chemical 

treatment, the effects of which they  

will observe for the next four years.  

Each team of specialists that visited 

have been consummate professionals  

in their field. At every stage, they  

welcomed our staff and interns to  

STRENGTHENING RESEARCH PARTNERSHIPS: 

COLLABORATING TO MITIGATE BEECH LEAF DISEASE 

AT THE FOREST SCALE 
By Maria Paula Mugnani

Bartlett staff performing the root injection. 



By Chris Mendel, Executive Director

T
he Pennypack Trust protects 956 acres, almost all of 

them contiguous to one another. Connectivity is  

essential because it protects a mass that, once large 

enough, can contain several types of plant communities and 

gradients of change between them. But our protected land 

also has lots of edge. 
 

All that edge rides up against homes mostly. Not all of our 

neighbors understand or appreciate how fragile the woods 

really are. Addressing light pollution on your property is a 

wonderful way to work in partnership with PERT.  
 

The preserve belongs to wildlife at night. Light pollution 

changes the way certain species navigate. It disrupts the  

way plants process energy during their “dark cycle.” The  

Pennypack Trust is closed to the public from dusk to dawn so 

that wildlife can move as they wish when they’re most active.  
 

Light pollution can be easily fixed. I think most folks have 

lights on for security reasons. Perhaps they illuminate what 

your Ring camera or other security system is observing. 

Maybe it’s just what you’ve always done, and site and  

security lighting are just part of keeping a home in  

good order.  
 

These days, lighting timers and motion sensor flood lights 

are cost effective, reliable, and easy to use. Also, lighting 

timers can help save energy. They’re programmed to  

operate as dusk approaches throughout the year, and you 

can add your preferences so they’re on only on the days and 

times that you need them. A timer can spare entire nights or 

at least many hours of quality darkness for the wildlife to 

enjoy and make use of your property.   
 

If lighting must be on all night, please shield it and direct it 

so that it’s illuminating the ground or the area you’re most 

concerned about. Unshielded lights pollute the most. They 

also create glare and hot and cold zones where your eyes 

have to adjust rapidly between dim and bright conditions.  
 

Motion sensor flood lights are a very low-tech means of  

rigging your outside lighting so that it goes on only when  

motion is detected. You can determine how long it will take 

for the light to go off after motion is sensed. This is a  

FIVE PRINCIPLES FOR RESPONSIBLE OUTDOOR LIGHTING 
 
Responsible outdoor lighting is: 
 

1.  USEFUL          Use light only if it is needed 

                               All light should have a clear purpose. Consider how the use of   
                               light will impact the area, including wildlife and their habitats. 

 

2.  TARGETED        Direct light so it falls only where it is needed 
                               Use shielding and careful aiming to target the direction of the  
                               light beam so that it points downward and does not spill  
                               beyond where it is needed. 

 

3.  LOW LEVEL       Light should be no brighter than necessary 
                               Use the lowest light level required. Be mindful of surface  
                               conditions, as some surfaces may reflect more light into the  
                               night sky than intended. 

 

4.  CONTROLLED   Use light only when it is needed 
                               Use controls such as timers or motion detectors to ensure that  
                               light is available when needed, dimmed when possible, and  
                               turned off when not needed. 

 

5.  WARM               Use warmer-color lights (3,500K or lower) where possible 

    COLORED          Limit the amount of shorter wavelength (blue-violet) light to  
                               the least amount needed. 
 

Less disruptive to wildlife. Many animals, especially nocturnal 
ones, are sensitive to blue-wavelength light. Using warm,  
yellow-toned lights helps minimize disruption to natural  

behaviors, such as foraging, mating, and  
predator-prey interactions.  

Doesn't interfere with migration.  
Bright, blue-rich lights can disorient and 
confuse migrating birds, causing them to 
collide with buildings or circle to the point 
of exhaustion. Warm white lights are less 

likely to interfere with migration patterns.  
Minimizes harm to insects. Insects are highly  

attracted to cool, blue lights. This can disrupt insect 
populations and the food chains that rely on them, since many 
other species feed on insects. Warm white lights attract fewer  
insects, which helps maintain ecological balance.  
Less confusing for sea turtles. Sea turtle hatchlings use the  
natural light of the moon and stars reflecting on the ocean to 
find their way to the sea. Bright artificial lights on beaches  
can lead them inland, where they often die. Warm light is less 
likely to disorient them.  
Less light pollution and glare. The blue light in cooler-toned 
bulbs scatters more widely in the atmosphere, creating a "sky 
glow" that can hide stars and disrupt nocturnal species. Warmer 
lights produce less glare and contribute less to light pollution. 

Avoid light overflow that falls  
beyond your property boundary and 
onto a neighbor’s property or home.

BENEFITS OF GENERAL WARM WHITE LIGHT

wonderful way of tuning your outside lighting for your  

security system while protecting darkness.  
 

For those seriously concerned about safety, consider 

Power over Ethernet (PoE) camera security systems that 

have high definition night vision (and can also record 

sounds and conversation) at long ranges. These are  

becoming more common and are a significant step-up 

from most Wi-Fi systems like RING, Wyze, or Blink.  
 

PoE systems are impervious to Wi-Fi jamming which 

seems to be something more professional thieves are 

using. Higher-end cameras are less likely to be blinded 

by flashlights. High definition night vision is stealthy,  

allowing you to see others without alerting an intruder 

or other animals. These systems can also flood  

illuminate the area on demand, sound an alarm,  

and some even have a speaker and microphone.  

I’m considering using these systems for PERT so  

that we can address our security needs without  

disrupting wildlife. 

 



M
ost people think of the June Fete as a fair, but it’s also a 

place. After all, the fair has occurred on that spot since it was 

given to Abington Hospital in 1956. And while the fair still 

has its horse rings and out-buildings, most people don’t think about 

the 14 acres behind it as part of the fairgrounds. These rolling hills 

sandwiched between Huntingdon Road and Cathedral Road are  

typically used as overflow parking for the fair and it’s where the 

fireworks are staged on the Fete’s Friday night.  
 

To us at the Pennypack Trust, these 14 acres are our first opportunity 

to improve habitat and water quality. You wouldn’t know it by looking 

at it, but those soils host a wide array of grasses and flowers, some 

native, some not. As soon as we took ownership last summer, we 

stopped mowing so that we could see what the seedbank held.  

We gave those plants time to show us their flowers and set seed 

heads. The taller grasses topped-out around knee-high and served as 

excellent forage and shelter for crickets, songbirds, mice, and voles, 

and therefore better hunting grounds for foxes, hawks, and owls.  
 

Those rolling hills shed water to little streams that are the beginnings 

of Mitchell Run, a high-quality tributary to the Pennypack Creek. For 

decades, the fair has let a sliver of shrubs and trees run along those 

streams but they became over-run by vines and were used as a place 

to tuck away woody debris. This past fall, over 50 volunteers helped 

IMPROVING HABITAT ON THE JUNE FETE FAIRGROUNDS 
By Chris Mendel, Executive Director

us clear away vines. In January, the Trust brought out heavy equipment over frozen ground 

to clear out woody debris and set even ground for planting. This coming fall we will plant 

over 500 new trees and shrubs all along the two streams to shade them and provide  

entirely native forage and cover for our local wildlife.  
 

T
hese subtle moves (reduced mowing, taking out invasive plants, broadening 

 protection for drainageways), make a big difference to the health of our natural 

areas while still protecting the function of the fair. Preserving the character of  

small-scale farming that was the story for generations of Upper Moreland families is also 

not lost on us.  
 

Volunteers cleared invasives  
from over 350 linear feet of swale;  
ready for replanting in October.  

TOP: Indian Grass in the upper fields have been  
"released" from regular mowing.  

 
BELOW: Heavy equipment was needed to clear out 

a swale that will be planted in October of 2025. 
. 

Thanks to the Huntingdon Valley Garden Club, PERT was able to make this allee; 
a marching gesture that visually connects PERT's entry to that of the fairgrounds. 
More on this in-depth collaboration in next year's annual report. 



L
ooking for an easy way to help local ecology this fall? Here’s one you can do every  

autumn – just leave the leaves. When autumn arrives and the leaves begin to fall, it’s 

easy to think of them as yard waste. But what looks like “litter” is actually an important 

resource, alive with connections that support the entire ecosystem. 
 

Instead of bagging them up and hauling them away, you can move 

leaves into garden beds or around tree trunks to keep your yard 

looking tidy while still giving nature what it needs. As the leaves 

break down, they act as a natural fertilizer – locking in moisture, 

while feeding the soil and beneficial decomposers like fungi 

and bacteria that recycle nutrients back to plants. Those 

healthy plants will, in turn, drop their own leaves and seeds, 

continuing the cycle. 
 

At the same time, fallen leaves provide critical habitat. Fireflies 

spend most of their lives in a larva stage living under the leaf layer, 

and without it, we wouldn’t see their magical glow when they emerge 

in the summer as adults. Birds like chickadees forage there, sifting 

through the leaves to find dried seeds and hidden insects to feed 

themselves and their young. Important pollinator butterflies and  

moths rely on leaves for shelter too. Species like the striking green 

Luna moth wrap themselves in a cocoon made from leaf material and 

silk to overwinter on the ground before emerging in spring. 
 

By leaving the leaves, you’re doing more than reducing yard work – 

you’re helping create a thriving ecosystem that supports life above  

and below the soil, season after season. 

Just Leave  
         the Leaves

F O S T E R I N G  H A B I T A T  A T  H O M E :

By Abbi Winters, Communications Coordinator

n n n  
 

OVEN BIRD 

These birds are avid  

insectivores, and the  

leaf layer serves as their  

primary hunting ground.

n n n  
 

LUNA MOTH 

Luna moths use the leaf  

layer for their winter  

hibernation during their 

pupal stage. 

n n n  
 

FIREFLIES 
Fireflies spend most of their 

life cycle as larvae in damp, 

decomposing material like leaf 

litter. Leaving fallen leaves  

in your yard provides critical 

habitat for them to grow  

and thrive. 

The Pennypack Trust believes conservation doesn’t stop at the Preserve’s borders.  

Members, neighbors, and volunteers like you play a vital role in supporting local ecology. 

Each season, we’ll share simple actions you can take right at home to help care for our  

local land, water, and wildlife.

n n n  
 

BOX TURTLE 

A leafy blanket offers them the  

insulation they need to survive during 

brumation – a form of hibernation  



REQUIRED MINIMUM DISTRIBUTIONS (RMD) AND  

QUALIFIED CHARITABLE DISTRIBUTIONS (QCD) 

T
he IRS requires that distributions 

from some defined contribution  

retirement plans begin at age 73. 

Some of those plan types include 401(k), 

403(b), profit sharing, and some  

traditional IRAs. 
 

The amount of the Required Minimum 

Distribution (RMD) for each calendar year 

is determined by the account balance 

from the end of the prior calendar year 

along with the distribution period set forth 

in the “Uniform Lifetime Table” published 

by the IRS. 
 

Withdrawals can be made in excess of  

the minimum amount required; however, 

all withdrawals not previously taxed  

(most 401ks, 403bs, and IRAs that are not 

ROTH IRAs) are considered taxable 

income. This includes the required  

minimum distribution or RMD. 
 

One tax saving alternative to taking the  

required minimum distribution in full is 

donating a portion of retirement plan 

 assets to a qualified charitable non-profit 

organization such as the Pennypack Trust. 

This type of donation is called a qualified 

charitable distribution (QCD). 
 

QCDs are also called IRA charitable 

distributions or IRA charitable rollovers.  

A qualified charitable distribution (QCD) 

can be a great way to partially satisfy the 

required minimum distributions (RMD) 

and obtain some of the tax benefits of  

giving. QCDs are not only beneficial to the 

receiving organization; they can also be 

largely advantageous for legacy, wealth 

transfer and estate planning. 
 

A qualified charitable distribution (QCD) 

permits those aged 70½ years old and 

older to donate up to a total of $108,000 

(the maximum for 2025) to one or more 

charities directly from a taxable IRA in lieu 

of withdrawing the required minimum  

distribution. This strategy reduces the 

donor’s tax liability and could avoid higher 

income tax brackets while keeping other 

tax deductions available.  
 

Eligible IRA types are those such as  

traditional, inherited, Simplified  

Employee Pension (SEP) plan and  

Savings Incentive Match Plan for  

Employees (SIMPLE) IRA types. No matter 

the type, the chosen IRA must no longer 

receive employer contributions or 

matches. Qualified charitable distributions 

are sent directly to the eligible charity 

from the custodian of the IRA either by 

check, electronic or wire transfer. 
 

While there are many strategies for  

retirement planning, tax benefits and  

savings, QCDs are a straightforward  

approach that reduces taxable income  

and satisfies the RMD. Qualified  

charitable distribution (QCD) also  

provides financial support to qualified 

charitable organizations, increasing an  

individual’s philanthropy while taking  

advantage of a larger number of tax 

deductions and incentives. 
 

FOR MORE INFORMATION 

on Required Minimum  

Distributions (RMD) and 

Qualified Charitable  

Distributions (QCD) consult 

a financial advisor or tax 

professional that can help 

determine the best giving 

strategy that aligns with your  

retirement goals. 

AT A GLANCE:

W
hen you hear the term planned giving, your mind might go to a 

dark place. Not only does the term evoke the end of life, but it 

also uncovers a lengthy list of choices that we need to make. We 

are currently at the tail end of planned giving season, which is why you may 

have been hearing so much about wills and estate planning lately. This 

seems like a strange thing to have its own season, but it exists to force the 

subject a bit. It’s hard to set aside time to plan something that no one 

wants to think about.  
 

You like to plan parties, vacations, hikes, and bike rides, so let’s flip  

the script when it comes to the subject of planned giving. This is about 

planning your legacy. Think about what you love about the Pennypack 

Trust. Is it the wildlife? The trails? The activities?  

The camaraderie?  
 

In placing the Trust in your giving plans, you have the opportunity 

to pinpoint what you value most in this unique, beautiful place 

and take steps to protect it for future generations. And planned  

giving isn’t just for the wealthy. Anyone who has or makes a will  

can name the Trust as a beneficiary in whatever amount you would like 

to provide.  
 

In 2013, PERT’s Board of Director’s established the Strong Roots Society  

to foster the development of a stable, dependable, and permanent source 

of funding that will guarantee the long-term integrity of the Pennypack  

Preserve and the organization that safeguards it. The Strong Roots Society 

is a planned gift program that allows supporters to help ensure that the 

Pennypack Trust will always be able to fulfill its commitment to the  

natural world.  
 

You can see its current members listed towards the back of this  

publication. There is also an option to remain anonymous. The  

important part is that PERT is informed of your planned promise. 
 

In times of economic volatility, securing these gifts provides some stability 

to the Pennypack Trust. Legacy gifts are unique, they can be durable and 

enable us to protect open space and habitat for decades to come. While 

we rely heavily on membership to fuel our day-to-day operations, we  

also know that people are spending more carefully these days. Planned 

giving allows us to adapt and think long-term regardless of the economic 

uncertainties of the day.  
 

If reading this makes you think about wills, estates and planned giving  

for the first time, don’t worry! PERT plans on holding some informational 

seminars in 2026 to help you get started and answer any questions that 

may arise during the process. If you’ve already named PERT in your will, 

please let us know so we can get you into the Strong Roots Society. In the 

meantime, we thank you for your continued support and hope to see you 

taking advantage of your favorite parts of this magical place. 

TO LEARN MORE about the Strong Roots Society or to inform us of a Planned Gift  

that is already in place, please contact Maureen at mmalloy@pennypacktrust.org.

In placing the Trust in your  

planned giving plans, you have  

the opportunity to pinpoint what 

you value most in this unique,  

beautiful place and take steps to 

protect it for future generations.  

EXCEPTIONAL GIFTS: 

ESTATE PLANNING 

THAT SUPPORTS  

YOUR FAMILY AND  

THE COMMUNITY 

By Maureen Malloy, Director of Development

By Tiffany-Renee Young, Director of Finance



I
n summer, those interns are essential to  

expanding our team during the height of the 

growing season. In winter, they help us get a 

leg-up on trail maintenance and get involved in 

our more advanced site preparation and  

carpentry projects. Those of you familiar with  

our staff know that Luke and Maria Paula are  

wonderful teachers and resources. They pour 

their knowledge into our interns, hoping to give 

them real-world experience in applied ecology, 

restoration project implementation, and the 

general operation of a nature preserve.  
 

This year, Luke and Maria Paula made a signifi-

cant change to the way they educate interns by 

assigning them real sites in need of restoration 

management plans. The goal was to give every 

intern a basic understanding of the fundamen-

tals of natural area management:   

•  How to analyze the site, its  

   slopes, soils, hydrology, and  

   legacy of disturbance;  

•  How to characterize the native and  

   non-native plants  

•  How to identify what is most 

   influencing or inhibiting the  

   site’s native plant community;  

•  How to make a plan that  

   addresses the site’s strengths  

   and weaknesses to lead it  

   towards a more self-sustaining  

   and native future.  
 

These experiences will set them apart from  

their competition and help park systems find 

qualified staff to manage natural areas. This  

approach has shown us several benefits. 

It streamlines and focuses our in-service  

educational offerings. While Maria Paula has  

always taught our interns how to use  

dichotomous keys for plant identification,  

the intern’s sites are giving them immediate  

use of their newfound skills. Interns will be  

able to talk about applied ecology and  

restoration projects with real experience and  

respect the depth of knowledge and time 

needed to see real change in living systems. 

 Interns will be more marketable as  

professionals in the conservation and open 

space management world.  
 

T
he Pennypack Trust is excited about this 

evolution in our internship because we 

know that there is a real need for this 

 type of training across the country. Too few park 

systems know how to manage natural areas as 

habitats or for ecosystem services. By contrast, 

the golf industry is a multi-billion-dollar  

economy that fuels turf management schools 

and the development of purpose-built  

equipment, fertilizers, and herbicides. Natural 

area management needs this kind of robust  

network, too. We are delighted to play a role in 

the development of careers that support a 

healthy and diverse environment to support  

this and other species.  

EVOLVING OUR INTERN’S EXPERIENCE 
By Chris Mendel, Executive Director

Thanks to our lead sponsor BLBB Charitable, the Pennypack Trust has hosted  

6-8 interns every year for six years running. 

Remington Daron Jacob Hurley Beatrix Lippencott Daria NewpherSean Bradley Rueben Becker-Klein



T H E  N E X T  G E N E R A T I O N  O F  S T E W A R D S H I P  

By Kevin Roth, Director of Education and Outreach 

P
art of the mission of the Pennypack Trust is to educate 

the next generation on the importance of being  

stewards of their local environment. The first step in 

getting that next generation to care about local conservation 

is by getting these students on the Preserve.  
 

As David Attenborough once said, "No one will protect what 

they don't care about; and no one will care about what they 

have never experienced". 
 

For the past 20 years, the Trust has been doing just that  

with students from the Upper Moreland School District 

thanks to the unwavering commitment from one teacher,  

Michelle Meeks. Ms. Meeks, with help from our education  

department, is the driving force behind the 

district’s annual 6th grade field trip to PERT. 
 

Although the event has evolved over the 

years, the basics have remained the same: 

Get students out of school and onto the 

Preserve to get their hands dirty and 

experience what the Pennypack 

Trust has to offer. Students 

plant trees, test the water 

quality of the Pennypack 

 

Creek, build beaver lodges, and enjoy mindful moments  

in nature.  
 

“When students make real-life connections to what they’re 

learning, the content becomes more meaningful – and more 

memorable,” Meeks said.  
 

I
t’s not just science in a textbook anymore; it’s their world, 

their impact, and their responsibility. That is exactly the  

opportunity PERT provides for sixth grade students at 

Upper Moreland. It began with a simple goal: I wanted my 

students to learn about the environment of their school  

community and become stewards of that environment. Most 

of all, I wanted them to experience and appreciate the  

amazing natural world surrounding them,” she added. 
 

Ms. Meeks said the program started with tree  

planting and exploring the watershed. But the 

program has since grown to encompass so much 

more, including learning about habitats, 

native and invasive species, water 

quality, and human impact. Year in 

and year out, students are making 

 meaningful connections  

between their education and 

their surroundings, especially 

through their activities in and around 

the school’s rain gardens, which are 

directly tied to PERT.  
 

Y
ears later, several students  

who participated in the sixth-

grade program became adult 

volunteers at “Free-a- Tree” events 

and special social engagements. 

Some have even made encouraging 

career choices. Kris Aldrete, a current 

intern at PERT, learned about local 

conservation during his trip while he 

was in 6th grade at Upper Moreland.  
 

“I still vividly remember my 6th grade 

field trip to Pennypack with Upper 

Moreland Middle School. Planting 

trees and searching for salamanders 

by the marsh pond sparked  

something in me – it was the first time 

I really connected with the natural 

world,” Aldrete said. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

“That experience stayed with me  

and played a big role in shaping 

 my passion for the environment. 

 It ultimately led me to pursue a  

bachelor’s degree in environmental 

health. Today, I’m proud to be part  

of the staff at PERT, working on the 

very same land that first inspired  

me as a kid."  
 

Now, it’s not only the 6th graders  

visiting PERT, but students from  

almost every school in Upper  

 

 

 

Moreland. Students from the Primary 

School, the Middle School, and the 

High School are now taking their  

education outdoors to gain hands-on 

experience in local conservation.  
 

Now students of all ages can see, 

hear, and understand what the  

Pennypack Trust, and nature, have 

to offer. 

 

 
“

I wanted my students to learn about the environment of their school community and become stewards of that environment.  

Most of all, I wanted them to experience and appreciate the amazing natural world surrounding them. 
 

MICHELLE MEEKS | UPPER MORELAND SCHOOL DISTRICT 



Revenues and Support 

Membership and Annual Appeal ........................................................$ 332,200 

Endowments ..............................................................................................497,202 

Unrestricted Contributions ........................................................................97,888 

Programs, Events and Retail Sales (net) ..................................................53,704 

Grants............................................................................................................71,369 

Other ..........................................................................................................264,186 

Total Revenues and Support..........................................................$ 1,316,549 

 

Expenditures 

Ecological Restoration and Stewardship ............................................$ 730,479 

Membership Programming and Communications ..................................57,928 

Administration ............................................................................................75,473 

Facilities ......................................................................................................63,552 

Total Expenditures ..........................................................................$ 1,227,432 
 

OPERATING STATEMENT 
FISCAL YEAR ENDED JUNE 30, 2025

Photo (detail) by: William Gould | 2025 Photo Contest Winner 
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Meredith Asplundh* 

Susan Asplundh and Chuck Blair  

Dick and Sally Brickman 

Lach and Dorothy Brown 

Chris and Julie Carr 

Andrew Christy and Nicole Tomlinson 

Louise D’Alessandro and Richard Hamilton 

Louis and Jennifer Davis III 

Peter and Kathryn Davis 

Thomas DeKornfeld 

Gail Faulkner and John S. Oyler  

Duncan and Martha Pitcairn 

Corey and Daniel C. Rudderow 
 

Conservationist 
($2,500 – $4,999) 

Martha Asplundh 

Elaine K. Faulkner 

Owen & Jess Frazier 

George Zotalis and Niki Bili 

Julie Hodges Gouveia 

William and Mindy Mikulik 

Andrew G. and Madeleine C. Nehlig 

Vickie Rosskam 

David B. Rowland 

Lewis S. Somers and Christine L. Sweeney 

Bill & Libby Weihenmayer 

Carol S. and Robert B. White, Jr. 

Kathlene White Nissenbaum 
 

Steward 
($1,000 – $2,499) 

Elizabeth Parker Allen* 
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Gwen Asplundh 

Marilyn P. Asplundh 

Steven and Lisa Asplundh 

Stewart and Jackie Asplundh 

Paul and Amy Baker 

Carol Beam 

Richard D. and Lowell Booth 

Scott and Diane Brown 

Mark and Shirley Davis 

Doris and Jack DeLong 

Lisa Donahue 

Jeffrey and Sarah Elsing 

Kathleen and Max Ernst 

Mary Felley 

George and Gretchen Graham, Jr. 

Cyane Gresham 

David & Joanne Harrar 

Steve & Clara Huntzinger 

William Bergen Junge 

Tracy Russo and Mitch Kelly 

Paul and Muriel Lange 

Robert and Patricia Lima 

Arthur and Alice Lintgen* 

Jenny and Jody Maddock 

Dean Malissa 

Anthony and Carolyn McGrail 

John Medveckis 

Chris and Rebecca Mendel 

Robert and Karen Peterman 

Clark and Peggy Pitcairn 

Nancy R. Posel 

Cathie Driscoll and Joe Ragg 

Robert and Anne Riethmiller 

Walter and Linda Ritter 

Kristin King and Jonathan Rose 

Seth C. Sands 

Kenneth and Glynn Schauder 

Peter and Bonnie Schorsch 

Clayton and Madalyn Schmucker 

Gail and Christopher Simons 

Lois and Richard Stern 

David and Elissa Waldstein 

Claire Walker* 

Glenn Isaacson and Jiin Ling Wang 

Will and Nikki Weihenmayer 

Cheryl and Kent Wille 

 

 

 

 

 

Benefactor 
($500 – $999) 

Randy P. Abrams 

Gretchen and Tim Archibald 

John and Kristin Bair 

Jeff and Mireille Bettinger 

Nissa Blocher* 

Leslie Boff 

Melissa Bowyer 

Jonathan and Beth Brock 

George Chacko 

Eric Clausen 

Marvin and Wendy Clymer 

David Cooper and Christine Roth 

Michael L. Cristaldi* 

Anne and Robert Cunningham 

Ann Lovitt and Andrew Czulewicz 

Carolyn de Jonge 

Amanda Detweiler 

Peter and Donna Dykstra 

Stephan A. Feldman, Esq 

Helen Ference 

Kyle and Aurelle Genzlinger 

Lori Gladulich* 

Garth and Donnette Glenn 
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Carol and Bruce Henderson 
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Stephen and Elizabeth Leonard 

Bruce Levy 

Ted & Sherri Mignatti 

Paul and Dorothy Morse 

Douglas and Frances Nadel 

James Nam* 

Mary and Howard Panitch 

Jeff and Mary Paul 

THANK YOU TO OUR MEMBERS  
As a private, non-profit organization we rely on our membership to help preserve and restore the natural lands we are  

entrusted to steward. Support from our members enables us to provide habitat for animals, build buffers for stormwater  

runoff to keep creeks clean, establish strong reforestation for cleaner air, and maintain beautiful spaces in which to  

discover the wonders of nature. 

(Active members July 1, 2024 – June 30, 2025)
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Frederic B. Gustafson 

David and Stacey Harp 

Edward and Marie Higgins 

William and Judy Howland 
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Adam Johnson 

Kim and Molly Jungé' 
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Edward Kavanagh 

Megan and Brett Keaton 

Michael Joseph Kinkaid 

Sandra and Robert Laurenzi 

Joann A. Lawler 

Kathy and Joe Lawler 

Christine A. Le 

Hannah Lermitte* 

Harriet and Craig Levin* 

Louise Lisi 

Cynthia Little 

Winifred Lutz 

Constance M. and  

    Edward F. Mack, Jr. 

Arthur Magilner 

Norman S. Marcus 

Kyle P. McKim 

Michael and Marilyn Umen 

Edie Miller 

Stephen Morley 

Susan M. Moyer 

Robert and Kathleen Murray 

Ruth Obrecht 

Matthew and Mary Jane Odhner 

Amanda Turner and Ryan Ogg 

Sevket and Michele Okumus 

John and Bethany Peterman 

Christopher and Kristin Pinto 

Shirley Pitcairn 

Dorothy Poli 

Jason Porter 

Thaddeus and  

    Michelle Przybylowski Jr. 

Bruce and Meryl Randazzo 

Kent Rogers 

Frank Keaney and Phyllis Sabol 

Joe Santucci* 

Buddy and Debbie Schmidt 

Kevin A. Scott 

Steve and Lynn Seeholzer 

Lewis Shioleno* 

Deenie and Gary Silow 

Warren L. and Sally E. Simpson 
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Mark Sundy 
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Gregory F. Tryon 
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Kelly Winter 
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Constantine and Maria Woznyj 
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($100 – $299) 
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William Adams 

Scott and Cynthia Ahern 

Joseph Alber 

Les and Elizabeth Alden 

Donald and Claire Alderfer 

Liz and Bill A. Alexander* 

Mark and Dara Andraka 

Edward and Gloria Andree 

Richard Andrews 

Anonymous 

David F. Antoni 

Susan and Bruce T. Arnold 

Bryon and Lindsay Arrimour 

Chris Bachman 

Alan Baksi 

John and Jane Bales 

Michael and Julie Baranowsky* 

Ruth and Kenneth Barber Jr. 

Benjamin Bargerhuff 

John Basinski 

John and Anna Marie Bates 

Jean S. Bauer 

Paul W. Beach, Jr. 

Craig and Patty Beaman 

Edward and Amy Bedrick 

Hank Bein 

Graham and Robin Bier 

David Biko* 

Gardeners of Crooked Billet 

David Binder 

Gordon and Anna Blair 

Jenny Blair 

Steven Bloomer 

Denise Blum* 

Josef and Elizabeth Bock 

Joseph and Elizabeth Bodri 

Caira Bongers 

Dennis Boni 
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Emily Churchill 

Juanita Maria Cirilo 

Michael and Laurie Clabbers 
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Ryan James Coleman* 

John and Marge Connell 
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Jack Connelly 
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Bob Crossin 
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Thomas and Karen Deiley 

Deborah DePorter 

Karen Deutermann 

Brian Devilla* 

Nina and Niles Dewees 

Regina and Douglas Diamond 

Sharon J. Dicker 

Michelle Dipaolo 

Andrew and Janet DiPiero, Jr. 

David Doerr 

Carol Doherty 

Robert Thomas and  

    Nancy Adams Drye 

Christine C. Dudlik 

Ronald Dunbar 

Kathleen Dunleavy 
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George and Sharon Eastburn 
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Stephen Edmondson 
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Alan and Linda Eickhoff 
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Paul and Mary Lynn Ellis 

Debra Evonishon 

Lynda L. Ewald 

Russell and Agnes Farne 

Michael and Lisa Fazio 

Bob Hutchison and  

    Lizbeth Feldstein 

Robert Ferguson 

Paul S. Ferrer 

Debora and Jay Fineman 

James Finke 

Tyler Finn* 

Cynthia Fleming 

Joyce Fleming 

Elizabeth and Catalin Florea 

Edward Forstein 

Joan M. Frizlen 

Elizabeth Froom 

Stanley and Kathleen Fudala 

James Garbutt 
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Bert Glenn 
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Sidney Goldstein* 

Jan Goltz 

Lorraine Grassi 
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We are honored that Richard Booth was  
an active supporter of the Pennypack Trust 
right up to his passing this past summer.  
Richard served on the board for 20 years  
and was President from 2010-2014.  
Richard was a true friend of the Trust and a 
dedicated public servant.  
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Gail Parker 

Ed and Peggy Parkinson 

Patrick Murray and  

    Diane Van Zyverden 

Thomas and Sue Patton 

Kathleen and Rick Pearce 

Ann Peff* 

Jennifer J. Perez* 

Bethany Perry* 

Peter and Teresa Buss 

Chris and Jennifer Pezalla 

Barry Pflueger 

Christine Plush 

Bruce Polekoff 

The Pospisil Family 

Dawn Powell 

Anne W. and H. David Prior 

Charles Radcliffe 

Kelly Radvansky 

Raymond & Mary Ann Meinhart 

Alice Reich 

Michael and Breana Reilly 

Francis and Pamela Reinprecht 

Eleanor Remaily 

Cynthia Rettig 

Keena Roberts* 

Efrem and Ronni Robinson 

Joe Robinson 

Crystal Rosado* 

Dean Rosencranz 

Donald and Linda Ross 

Thomas Rotchford 

Alexandra and Kevin Roth 

William and Eileen Roth 

Bob and Monica Rotzal 

Kelly Ryan Banford 

William Saccone 

Mojtaba Safabakhsh 

Amy and Jerry Salem 

Debbie and Edward Salomon 

Samantha and Bill Jansen 

Catalina Sanchez 

Katie Jane Santana* 

Casey Schauder* 

Nicolas Scherson 

Sherna Schloss 

Harry C. Schmidt 

Barry Schnall* 

Scott and Cyndi Schneider 

Judy Schramm 

Christine Schuyler 

Kenneth H Schwartz* 

Peter and Marilyn Schwartz 

Scott Korn and  

    Audrey Kleeman 

Gladys Elizabeth Scott* 

Linda and Raymond Sekula 

Patricia Sharp 

Mark and Marie Sheedy 

Jennifer A Sherwood 

Leigh And Deborah Shull* 

Mark Siemon* 

Stanley P. Silverman 

Amy Joy Smith 

Malcolm Smith* 

Mary Ann and Gerry Smith 

Lynn and Adolph Sokolski 

Adam and Heather Soloff 

Joe Rozak and Jane Spencer 

Jackie Stampone 

Frank and Dot Stanley 

Julianne D. Stokes 

Erin and Mike Straub 

Francine Strollo 

Rachel Swenarton and  

    Jaclyn Newns* 

Gregory Synnestvedt* 

Ryan Synnestvedt* 

William Taylor* 

Ronald and  

    Hildegund Tempest 

Sam Thacker 

Jeff Thalheimer 

Linda Thelin and Jeff Grisillo 

Richard M. Thomas 

Julia Tiernan 

Barbel and William Tinsman 

Stuart B. Tollen 

Paul and Molly Tsourous 

Al and Betsy Tucker 

Richard Ulrych 

Lambros Vafiadis 

John Martin Van Buren 

Logan Vaughan 

Mara Wai 

Carolyn and Douglas Walkling 

Clayton Carpenter Walsh 

Gary and Paula Warnalis 

Linda Weaver 

Tod and Keara Weinstein 

Betty and Morris Weiss 

Nathan Weller* 

Karen Westmoreland 

Joseph Weldon and Noel Wight 

Mauricio and Tamar Wilk 

Holly Williams* 

Roseann Winans 

Liana Witthoeft* 

Leigh A. Wojciechowicz 

Nancy S. Woodrow 

Jane Xenia Harris Woodside 

Alina Zhai Yang 

Cara Yellin-Odyssey* 

Giselle Zayon and  

    Robert Roache 

Boris Zinshteyn* 
 

Individual 
($35) 

Linda Acker 

Joan Aichele 

Jason Albert 

Susan Angermeier 

Marlene and Larry Angert 

Jesse Appel 

Karen Appel 

Oneida Arosarena 

Myrta Asplundh 

Elizabeth Atkinson* 

Nina S. Badora 

Cecilia Ballasy 

Lisa Bannan 

Anne Beerley 

Elissa Berardi 

Laura Berry 

Mary C. Betz 

Abbie Blair 

Edward and Janet Bondi 

Christopher H. Brennan 

Eileen Brill* 

Curt Broad 

Steve Brown 

Barry Bryan 

Jennifer Buckley 

Paul Bugos* 

Evelyn Campbell 

Cathy Canty 

Rose Caporaletti* 

Brian Carpenter 

David Cinque 

Margaret Clime 

Scott A. Cline 

Avrum Cohen 

Karen Cohen 

Patrick Cooney 

Anne Costello* 

James D. Costello 

Lynn Countryman 

Alice Coyle 

David Craig 

Janet A Crawford 

Julie Hilton Danan 

April Davis Dean* 

Gail Devlin 

Barbara DiPaolo 

Paula Don 

Bernard P. Dowling 

Melinda Doyle 

Merle Drake 

Kevin Drew 

Curt Dunn 

Linda Thrall Dwyer 

Linda Eichman 

Robin Einhorn 

B. D. Elwell 

Eugenie Esser 

John Ewerth 

Joyce Marie Ferrero* 

Elise Ferris 

Christy Finazzo* 

Andrew Fisher 

Heather Fisher 

Dean Fowler 

Amanda Frisco 

Nancy Gaffney 

Ann Gallifent* 

Marty Gannon 

Janet Geissler 

Susie Gettes* 

Joseph Gillespie 

Fran I. Gilmore 

Catherine Gilmore-Clough 

Rachel Glenn 

Vera P. Glenn 

Daniel Godinho 

Joyce Goldberg 

Christina Golden 

Janet Gollhofer* 

Betty J. Good 

Kimberly Goodwin 

Steven Green 

Vincent James Green, III* 

Barbara Griffin 

Alexandra Gulko 

Sharon Haley 

Joe Hanson 

Dot Harbison 

James Hardy* 

Sally Hardy 

Christopher Hauck 

Danielle Hill* 

“How could we put a price on the 

value of nature? We can’t.  

We also undervalue our collective  

potential to make a difference in our  

neighborhoods and communities.   

For me, volunteering at the Trust  

feels just as natural as taking a  

walk there. Together, we enjoy and  

appreciate the Trust. Together,  

we can do even more to preserve 

its present and future. I’d love  

it if you’d join me.” 

Dan Reynolds is an Elkins Park-based 
journalist, outdoorsman and poet  
who assisted in editing the Trust’s 
newsletter this year.

Photo by: Peter Gkonos | 2025 Photo Contest Winner 



Jason Hodak* 

Judy and Gary Hoffman 

Joseph Vincent Hogan* 

James Hollis 

Catherine V. Howard 

Dwayne Howard 

Kenneth and Linda Hucke 

Eileen Hughes* 

Diana Hulboy 

Justin K. Hyatt 

Gloria Inlander 

Jennell Irvin* 

Eda Jacoby 

Amy Jones 

Barbara Karas* 

Margaret A. Kelly 

Debra Kessler 

Terri Kirk 

Michael Kleiman 

Brett Klopp 

Lisa Knight 

Kevin Kohler 

Cathy-Anne Koller* 

Walter Kononenko 

Tara Kozlowski* 

Lowell Krawitz 

Tim Kraynak 

Corinne Kuhl 

Robert Kuntz 

Joanna LaCorte* 

Michael A. Lafty 

David M. Lauer 

Bruce Leaycraft 

Debra M. Leicht 

Michael Levin 

Elijah B. Lockard* 

Mary Lodise 

Frank Luzzo 

Ruth Lynch 

Gerard Madigan 

Ellen C. Mahon 

Frank M. Maley* 

Robert Margiotta 

Gail Marron* 

Agnes Masny 

Barb Matthews 

Linda Kent McConnell 

Maria McCuen* 

Janet McCullough 

Terri McDevitt 

James McKay 

Donna Joanne McKee 

Patricia McMahon 

Steven McMullin 

Kelly McShea* 

Sharon Wells Meeker 

Anne R. Meibohm 

Ernie Melcher 

Jessica Messick 

Caryn Messinger 

Michael Michenko 

Morgan Mierzwa-Winters 

Cynthia Milburn 

Jason Paul Mirandi 

Richard J. Mitchell 

John Mlodzinski 

Casey Molt 

Robert Monts 

Page S. Morahan 

Nick Morley* 

Joseph R. Morrison 

Leonard M. Moskoff 

Martha Mott-Gale 

Beth Muller 

William B. Murphy Jr. 

David Nash 

Deborah Nelson* 

Carol Nemeroff 

Kim Neubauer* 

Shonna L. Neuhart 

Noreen K Nicolo 

Marita OConnell 

Mariann O'Connor 

Devin Quinn ODonnell 

Ariel Olsher* 

John T. Ort 

Judith Palm* 

Kelly Pellathy* 

Dawn Ann Perez 

Julie Piotrowicz 

Honoria Piree 

Lisa Poli 

Roger Potts 

Kristy Pucci 

Christine Randazzo 

Don and Wendi Rank 

D. Wesley Rapp 

Carol Rautenstrauch 

John D. Rawlings 

Donna Reardon* 

Greg and Carol Rhodes 

Norm Rickert 

Brian Rickman 

Donna Rohner 

Mike Romankiewicz 

Maribeth Ronan 

Elizabeth Rooney 

Angela Rose 

Warren Rosen 

Jerry Rosenthal* 

Jennifer Rotchford* 

Harry Rothwell 

Bob Rumer 

Aileen Ryan 

Connie Schandein 

Jane Schmitz 

Peter Shaifer 

Tanner James Sharp* 

Andi M. Sibley 

Patricia Silver 

Janet D. Simons 

Jane Slater 

Dorothy Smith 

Henry Solis 

Cathy Stahl 

Jill P. Stange 

Elliott B. Stein 

Michael A. Suermann 

William Sufrin* 

Lynette Sugatan* 

Thomas Sykes 

Jenna Synnestvedt* 

Connie W. Tarlini 

Joy Taylor 

Olga Tchuvatkina 

Andrew James Tolen 

Charles R. Tolton 

Frankie Vaughan 

Rachel Veghte 

Andrew Vitchell 

Lori Voltmer 

Brian Wasson 

Keith Wenger* 

Carol Wengert 

Ralph and Gloria Wetzel 

Mary E. Whelan 

Mara B. White 

Wendy Whitney* 

Abigail G. Winters 

Joe Woijciechowski* 

Isabelle Lucia Wyandt 

Sonja Zecher 

Ray Zeller 

Nancy Zieber 

John H. Zimmer 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

OFFICERS  
Louis “Tripp” Davis III 
President 
 
Christopher C. Carr 
Vice President 
 
Kyle Genzlinger 
Vice President 
 
Gilbert P. High, Jr.   
Immediate Past President 
 
David Rowland 
Secretary 
 
Paul A. Rutherford 
Treasurer 
 
 
 
 
 

MEMBERS  

Leigh Altadonna 

Gregg Asplundh  

Dr. Fredrik Bryntesson 

Amy Buick 

Louise D'Alessandro 

Kyle Genzlinger 

Steven Huntzinger 

Vira Katolik 

Cheryl Lockard 

Dennis Mueller 

Greg Odhner 

John Peterman 

Robert Riethmiller 

Kim Seese  

William Weihenmayer, Jr. 

 
 

General Donations 

Caroline Abbosh 

Jeff and Karen Albert 

Richard Andrews 

Anonymous  

Gregg and Christine Asplundh 

Kurt and Jennifer Asplundh 

Jeffrey Aster 

Carol Beam 

Lillian Benedict 

Richard D. and Lowell Booth 

Dick and Sally Brickman 

Lach and Dorothy Brown 

Steve Brown 

Kathleen Burns 

Jeffrey and Margot Clark 

Susan A. Cole 

Lynn Countryman 

Janet A. Crawford 

Gwen Cunningham 

Peter Dartley 

Louis and Jennifer Davis III 

Doris and Jack DeLong 

Andrew and Jennifer Eimer 

Donald M. Friedman 

Trish Gallagher and Rick Ferry 

Sarah Ghantous 

Lori Gladulich 

Sidney Goldstein 

Pamela Grady 

Jennifer K. Hartigan 

Randall R. Heller 

Homegrown Habitats 

Huntingdon Valley Garden Club 

N.A. Falcone & Associates, Inc. 

Jared Torgan 

Vira Katolik 

Bren Kavalek 

Lisa Knight 

Stephanie Kraynak 

Harriet and Craig Levin  

Liberty Bird Alliance 

Jordan Linhart 

Meryl Hyatt and Steve Long 

Wendy L. Love 

Mary Kay and Tom Mackell 

Elaine Markezin 

Janet McElwee 

Manley Mincer 

Page S. Morahan 

James Nam 

Katie Odhner 

Brian Oliver 

Richard & Judith Palmer 

Kei Pang 

Robert and Karen Peterman 

Ian E. Petersen 

Philadelphia Trail Club 

Clark and Peggy Pitcairn 

Kris Pitcairn  

PTM Wealth Management LLC 

Kent Rogers 

Marie Schrier 

Gail and Thomas D. Scott  

    and Quinlan 

Eric and Starr Shiffer 

Leigh and Deborah Shull 

 

 

Steve Shushkovsky 

Heather Sowden 

Maurice and Renee Sterling 

Bill Vollmerding 

Bill & Libby Weihenmayer 

Woodmount Co., LLC 

Lyubov Zyryanova 

 

 

Kris Aldrete 
Stewardship Staff,  

former BLBB Intern  
 
Rueben Becker-Klein 
BLBB Intern, Fall 2025 
 
Sean Bradley 
BLBB Intern, Fall 2025 
 
Jackie Carroll 
Stewardship Staff,  

former BLBB Intern 
 
Chris Dartley 
Lead Horticulturalist 
 
Remington Darron 
Winter BLBB Intern 
 
Kirk Laule 
Stewardship Staff 
 

Maureen Malloy 
Director of Development 
 
Chris Mendel 
Executive Director 
 
Maria Paula Mugnani 
Director of Research  
and Restoration  
 
Luke Rhodes 
Stewardship Manager 
 
Kevin Roth 
Director of Education 
and Outreach  
 
Megan Taber 
Volunteer Coordinator and 
former BLBB Intern 
 
 
 

Abigail Winters 
Communications  
Coordinator 
 
Tiffany Young 
Director of Finance 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS STAFF 

P E N N Y P A C K  E C O L O G I C A L  R E S T O R A T I O N  T R U S T



Isaac and Sarabeth Abir 
Joan Aichele 
Joseph Alber 
Leigh and Carol Altadonna 
Richard Andrews 
Randy Ankrom 
Anonymous  
David F. Antoni 
Elizabeth Ann Asplundh 
Meredith Asplundh 
Ned and Neva Asplundh 
Stewart and Jackie Asplundh 
Susan Asplundh 
Theodore G Bahner, III 
Joan Baist 
Edward and Amy Bedrick 
Anne Beerley 
Linda and Paul Belinsky 
Cathey and Dave Belli 
George Benz 
Dennis Boni 
Elaine and Dennis Braig 
Rachel and Jerry Brandt 
Barry Bryan 
Mary and John Buchatsky 
Amy Buick 
 

Gail Caddy 
David Humphreys/Linda Cairnes 
Mary Calter 
Milton R. Cannan 
Chris and Julie Carr 
Jodi Carr 
Charles and Nancy Cerino 
Walter and Elizabeth Childs 
Stephen Christian 
Andrew Christy and  

Nicole Tomlinson 
John and Kathy Cleary 
Margaret Louise Clooney 
Susan and Sam Clover 
Marvin and Wendy Clymer 
Douglas Conety 
Anne Costello 
Conrad M. and Patricia Cregan 
Barbara Cristaldi 
Anne and Robert Cunningham 
Jon and Donna Cushing 
Rachel Davies 
Peter and Kathryn Davis 
Carolyn de Jonge 
Doris and Jack DeLong 
Michael Dever 
 

Vincent DiGirolamo 
Barbara DiPaolo 
John P. & Barbara J. Duggan 
Peter and Donna Dykstra 
Tess Eichenberger 
Susan Elliott 
Kathleen and Max Ernst 
Connor Jay Fahey 
Mary R. Faris 
Russell and Agnes Farne 
Faulkner Family Foundation 
John Fears 
Arturo Ferreira and Robin White 
Mary Findlay 
Michael F. Fink 
James Finke 
Fitzpatrick Funeral Home 
Joan M. Frizlen 
Marianne Gassman 
George Zotalis and Niki Bili 
Harry and Jane George 
Stephen and Rose Giordano 
The Glencairn Foundation 
Garth and Donnette Glenn 
Jon Pappas and Arlene Goldbach 
Joseph and Jane Goldblum 
 

Shannon Good 
Stephen Gozdan 
Ken and Emily Graupner 
Margaret Grookett 
Les Grycewicz 
Michael Hafner 
Sam and Mary Lou Hardman 
David & Joanne Harrar 
John Hawkins 
Elizabeth Hayes 
Elena Hays 
Kate Heron 
Susan J. and Gilbert P. High Jr. 
Lois Hill 
Joseph N, Hoeffel, III 
Vira Homick 
Catherine V. Howard 
Benjamin and Karen Hoyle 
Carol A. Ingald 
Andrew and Alexis Isztwan 
Lee Jaffe 
Jean and Mike Fitzpatrick 
Matthew F. Johnson 
Rubesh Jose 
Edward R. Joshua III 
David M. and Barbara Junkin 
Dan & Heidi Keifer 
Chris and Heidi Kelly 
Michael Joseph Kinkaid 
Tamra Goodrow and David Kistner 
Alan and Elaine Klawans 
Liz and Rich Kleinert 
Michael G. Kopcho 
Kris Pitcairn 
Stan Kulak 
Kelly and Scott Kupper 
David Kutish 
Ronald Langberg 
Paul and Muriel Lange 
Lisa A. Larks 
Kenneth and Song Lee 
Peggy Leiby 
Gordon and Kathy Leister 
Stephen and Elizabeth Leonard 
Peter Jay & Kaye J. Lermitte 
Fay Lindrooth 
David Litt 
Cynthia Little 
Chris and Cheryl Lockard 
Beth and Jason Lutz 
Winifred Lutz 
George and Michele Lutzow 
Scott Anthony Malinowski 
Norman S. Marcus 
Scott Martin 

ANNUAL FUND DONORS 

Stephen William Martin 
Barb Matthews 
Gillian S. Mayer 
Richard and Gwendolyn McAdams 
David and Diane McCarty 
Janet McElwee 
Cedric J. and Julianna McKeever 
Diane F. McMullin 
John Medveckis 
Anne R. Meibohm 
Raymond & Mary Ann Meinhart 
Christopher Meissner 
Chris and Rebecca Mendel 
William Michaluk 
Victoria Mikus 
Greg and Judy Miller 
William and Joan Mitchell 
Carl Molt 
Robert Mooney 
Fred Moore 
William B. Murphy Jr. 
Douglas and Frances Nadel 
David Nash 
Francis and Joan Nulty 
Mariann O'Connor 
Richard O'Hern 
Kevin O'Leary 
Marita OConnell 
Octoraro Native Plant Nursery, Inc 
Jason Ojeda 
Robert Otto 
Mary and Howard Panitch 
Thomas and Sue Patton 
Christopher and Kristin Pinto 
Beatrice Pitcairn 
Roger Potts 
Ronnie Press 
Anne W. and H. David Prior 
Thaddeus and  

Michelle Przybylowski Jr. 
Terry Quinn 
Terry & Jeanne Quinn 
Cathie Driscoll and Joe Ragg 
Edward James Reilley 
Daniel Reynolds 
Linda Ritter 
Curtis and Catherine Roberts 
David and Mary Robertson 
Fred and Susan Rodgers 
Vickie Rosskam 
Bob and Monica Rotzal 
David B. Rowland 
Paul and Theresa Rutherford 
Frank Keaney and Phyllis Sabol 

Arthur E. and Sherry Scena 
Deborah A. Schafer 
Connie Schandein 
Clayton and Madalyn Schmucker 
Dan and Zuzana Schmucker 
Laura & Eugene Schriver III 
Doreen Fitzpatrick & Fred Schwab 
Peter and Marilyn Schwartz 
Philip and Joan Schwarz 
Sharon J. Seidman 
Jean Brady and Nilesh Shah 
Mark Smith and Cindy Shapiro 
Mark and Marie Sheedy 
Eric and Starr Shiffer 
Patricia Silver 
Raymond and Lynda Skaddan 
Brian Paul and Colleen Sked 
Stuart and Karen Skinner 
Mary Ann and Gerry Smith 
Marlene Stocks 
Lewis S. Somers and  

Christine L. Sweeney 
Peter J. Gkonos and  

Marie Ann Tavianini 
Joy Taylor 
Deborah J. Teasdale 
Marion Burns Tuck 
Meryle and David Twersky 
Charles Twining 
Richard Ulrych 
Gregory Voigt 
Bill & Libby Weihenmayer 
Lauren Weihenmayer 
Will and Nikki Weihenmayer 
Carol S. and Robert B. White, Jr. 
Marcia Zikoski 
Rachael Zipperlen 
 
 
 

STRONG ROOTS SOCIETY 
 
Anonymous 
Christopher Asplundh* 
Mimi Asplundh* 
Hank Ballerstedt 
Grace C. Beatty* 
Richard D.* and Lowell Booth 
Dick and Sally Brickman 
Clement Brown* 
Harris and Fran Brown 
Chris and Julie Carr 
Duane G. Clarke, PhD* 
Arthur M. Cohn 
Louis and Jennifer Davis III 
Peter and Kathryn Davis 
Shirley Davis* 
Doris and Jack DeLong 
Deana Duncan* 
Jeffrey and Sarah Elsing 
Hank Faulkner* 
Fred and Linda Fogel 
Isabel Fulforth* 
Mitchel R. Goldman 
Catherine Guenzel 
Louise D'Alessandro & Richard Hamilton 
Carol and Bruce Henderson 
Emma Hettler* 
Hyland R. Johns* 
Dirk and Judy Jungé 
Doris M. Knouse* 
George and Jill Kyle Jr. 
Wallace Roger Lansbury* 
Brenda Lyons* 
Miriam Mitchell* 
Greg and Susan Odhner 
Gail Faulkner and John S. Oyler 
Jeff and Mary Paul 
Feodor Pitcairn* 
Nancy R. Posel 
Terry & Jeanne Quinn 
H. Elaine Ramsey* 
Linda Ritter 
David and Mary Robertson 
Paul and Theresa Rutherford 
Robert P. Thompson* 
Walter VanBuren* 
Bill & Libby Weihenmayer 
 
*deceased 

To learn more or join the Strong Roots Society 
please reach out to Chris Mendel, Executive Director 

at cmendel@pennypacktrust.org | 215.657.0830

Photo by: Jack Spear | 2025 Photo Contest Winner 



Business Partners 
2nd Federal Savings and Loan Association  
    of Philadelphia 
Aqua Pennsylvania 
Carr & Duff, Inc. 
Cloud Gehshan Design 
Chris Collins, Sculptor 
Collins Design 
Fitzpatrick Funeral Home 
Forest Discovery LLC 
Gurney Kerr Contractors Inc. 
Hobensack’s Landscape Service, Inc.  
Homegrown Habitats 
Jefferson Abington Hospital 
L. D. Davis Industries, Inc. 
Moyer and Son, Inc. 
Nourishing Storm Wellness Co.  
Octoraro Native Plant Nursery, Inc 
PECO Energy Company 
Protract Engineering, Inc. 
Re:Vision Architects 
Robert Rowland 
Soloff Wealth Management 
Target Circle Community Giving 
Think Green LLC  
Timoney Knox, LLP 
Total Turf Landscape Service 
Valley Forge Tourism and  
    Convention Board 
Woodrow & Associates, Inc. 
Woodmount Co., LLC 
 
Foundation Partners 
The Asplundh Foundation 
The Benevity Community Impact Fund 
BLBB Charitable 
The Downs Foundation 
Faulkner Family Foundation 
The Glencairn Foundation 
Janssen Cares 
Johnson & Johnson 
The Joseph C. Scott Foundation 
The Lasko Family Foundation 
The Merck Foundation 
National Fish & Wildlife Foundation 
National Philanthropic Trust 
Norman J. and Doris Fisher Foundation 
The Philadelphia Foundation 
William Penn Foundation 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Civic Support 
Abington Health Foundation  
    Women’s Board and Auxiliaries 
Bryn Athyn Marksmen's Assoc., Inc. 
Eastern Montgomery County  
    Chamber of Commerce 
Gardeners of Crooked Billet 
Germantown Acad. Envir. Action 
Huntingdon Valley Garden Club 
Liberty Bird Alliance 
The Lord's New Church 
Pennsylvania Horticultural Society 
Philadelphia Trail Club 
Trout Unlimited Chapter #468 of  
    Southern Montgomery County 
 
Government Support 
Borough of Bryn Athyn 
Lower Moreland Township 
Montgomery County Conservation District 
Montgomery County Open Space Board 
The Office of Sen. Maria Collett 
The Office of Rep. Nancy Guenst 
Pennsylvania Department of Conservation 
    and Natural Resources  
Upper Moreland Township 
 
In Kind 
Blue Diamond Expert Window Cleaning 
Bryn Athyn College 
Fulmor Heights Homeowners Association 
Huntingdon Valley Country Club 
Upper Moreland Department of  
    Parks and Recreation 
Upper Moreland School District 
Wetlands and Ecology, Inc. 
 
Sponsors  
All Aboard Restaurant 
Arrimour Property Services  
Athleta 
Baker Wealth Management  
Be Well Bakery and Café 
The Betz Team – Quinn & Wilson Realtors 
Belle Cosa Boutique 
Blitz Tutoring  
Bowman’s Hill Wildflower Preserve 
The Cairnwood Estate 
The Carr Family 
Cellar Beast Winery 
Certa Pro Painters 
Chanticleer Pleasure Garden 
Dave’s Backyard Farm 
Designer of Smiles 
Fisher's Ace Hardware Store  
The Glencairn Museum 
JC Carpentry and Construction 
 
 

 
 
 
The Keller Family 
Kremp Florist 
L.D. Davis Industries, Inc. 
Masons Mill Business Park 
Mignatti Deye Real Estate  
Mom’s Organic Market 
NA Falcone and Associates 
No Bull Training 
The Peterman Group 
REI Co-op  
Rubin Goldman and Associates 
Sand Cloud 
Semanoff, Ormsby, Greenberg  
    & Torchia, LLC 
Southampton Library 
Sword Performance 
Think Green LLC 
Triumph Building Group 
Vortex Optics 
Weldon Coffee and Creamery 
White Horse Coffee and Creamery 
 
 
 
 

BUSINESS, FOUNDATION, CIVIC AND GOVERNMENT SUPPORTERS

In Memory of Eli Brill 
Bonnie Aaron 

Gigi Abbadie  

Joshua Alexander 

Bianca Canade Bakalar 

Larry and Deirdre Bernstein 

Michael & Lori Bogdonoff 

Allison Boise 

John Caligiuri 

Julie Cohen 

Sally Eisenberg 

Emil Eric Fisher 

Joseph Freudenberg 

Megan Holden 

Joy Howell 

Sally B. Kramer 

Denise LaMarra 

Dayliln Barry Leach 

Henry and Susan Lehrich 

Lise Marlowe 

Lisa Mitnick 

Ellen R. Plaut 

Hershel Richman 

David and Elizabeth Smith 

John Stillmun 

Diane Thometz 

Isaac Weiss-Meyer 

Carolyn and Ken Wollman 

Cynthia Wollma 

In Memory of Harry Clegg 

Margaret M. McNamara 
 

In Memory of Sylvan Eisman 

Robin Eisman 
 

In Memory of Thomas Fritz 

Bernard and Maureen Collins 

Theresa Farne 

Tracy Perillo 

Debby Schiavi 

Elaine Siftar 
 

In Memory of John Jungers 

Daniel P. Coonan 

Edyie and Art Leiber 

RTD Financial Advisors 

Sidney and Jean Strom 

Steven R. Wasserleben 
 

In Memory of Joseph Krzaczek 

Penn Legacy Questers 
 

In Memory of Joan Leihe 

Maureen McCullough and  

    Marcella R. Colonna 

 

 

 

 

 

In Memory of Edward Maciocha 

Tom Breen 

Bryn Athyn French Group 

Nancy Chesin 

Jeanne and Daniel Kushner 

Patricia Sawchak 

Mary Trzeciak 

Emily Z. Wagner 
 

In Memory of Elaine Magilner 
Elaine Dushoff 

Arthur Magilner 

Ronald C Rosenberg 
 

In Memory of Walter Ritter 
Ann Kline Charitable Fund 
 

In Memory of David Sautter 
Edie Miller 
 

In Memory of Joseph L. Schilling 

Kathleen Kobus 

Jane and Bill Mullen and Jose 

Walter W. Schilling, Jr 
 

In Memory of Lillian Schulze 

Colleen Krakauskas 
 

In Memory of Barbara Trumbore 
Steven and Shaun Bunting 
 

In Memory of Robert Verderame 

Kurt and Shawn Mayer 
 

In Memory of Lori Voltmer 
Patrice Augustine 

Russell and Agnes Farne 

Cathy Feskanin 

Julie and Bill Graham 

Russel and Patricia Ingenbrandt 

Debra Kessler 

Stephen A. Muth 

Mariann O'Connor 

Sharon Status 

Denise and David Swingle 

Claire Tanzer 

Roy E. Voltmer 

MEMORIAL GIFTS

We offer our condolences to all the donors who have lost a loved one or friend and who have chosen to honor their memory with a donation  
to Pennypack so that their legacy and what they loved will endure. These gifts were received between July 1, 2024 and June 30, 2025 

Photo by: Vince Green | 2025 Photo Contest Winner 



Preserving and Restoring Land for  
Future Generations 
 
2955 Edge Hill Road 
Huntingdon Valley, PA 19006-5099 
Tel: 215.657.0830 
Fax: 215.657.1679 
www.pennypacktrust.org

Non-Profit Org. 
U.S. Postage  
P A I D  
Permit No. 98 
Southampton, PA 18966

Remain forever an enhancement to the quality  

of life in our community, 

 

Support forever a natural landscape populated  

by native plant and animal life, and  

 

Become a standard of excellence for innovative  

restoration and stewardship practices to be shared with 

other individuals and organizations joined in  

a common commitment to the environment. 

and its membership is to  

protect, restore, and preserve the lands of the  

Pennypack Creek Valley so that they:

THE MISSION OF THE TRUST

FPO

 Photo (detail) by: Caryn Messinger | 2025 Photo Contest Winner 


